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GET AHEAD IN MATH THIS YEAR

WHEN MATH MAKES SENSE, YOU SUCCEED!
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The Math Learning Center

Wednesday, April 4, 2018
GRADES K-12

Pre-Algebra - Algebra 1 & 2 - Geometry
Pre-Calculus & Calculus
SAT/ACT Preparatory
Individualized Instruction

HOMEWORK HELP FOR ALL LEVELS

Flat Monthly Fee
Drop-in any time, no scheduling needeq!
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1 WEEK FREE TUTORING | ¢
& HOMEWORK HELP @
Must present coupon. New students only. g

3435 Mt. Diablo Boulevard, Lafayette
(Golden Gate Way at Mt. Diablo Blvd.)
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Offering hope for girls once caught in sex trafficking net

By Diane Claytor
|

New Day for Children residents enjoy the sunset during an outing on a houseboat.

Sex trafficking of children,
child prostitution. ... These
are not subjects most of us want
to think about, let alone discuss.
We may read a headline or hear
a news story. We’ll feel profound
sadness for the victims and great
repulsion for the perpetrators and
customers. But we’ll then go on
with our day, secure in the belief
that this is a foreign country or in-
ner city problem, not something
that happens in upper middle
class suburbs.

Kathy Wilson, spokesperson
for New Day for Children, sug-
gests we think again.

New Day is a nonprofit orga-
nization that provides hope for a
new life to American girls rescued
from sex trafficking. Working
with New Day since its beginning
almost 10 years ago, Wilson sadly

explained that commercial sexual
exploitation of children — boys
and girls — knows no demo-
graphic nor geographic boundar-
ies. When asked how many chil-
dren we’re talking about, Wilson
said she was reluctant to give
numbers, because, as she said,
“they don’t really matter; even if
it’s 10, it’s simply an intolerable
situation.”

Sitting in a Lafayette coffee
shop, Wilson told of one smart,
beautiful middle school girl who
lived “within 15 minutes of here.”
Her parents both enjoyed pro-
fessional careers; she was very
involved in school and sports ac-
tivities and appeared to be a very
well-rounded and loved kid. But
then she met two high school
boys — maybe at Starbucks or
the shopping mall — who com-
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plimented her, suggested hang-
ing out and soon convinced her
that she could help them get
money for dates by selling her-
self. Perhaps believing she was
in love, she obliged — meeting
up with men after school and on
weekends. This went on for two
years without her parents’ knowl-
edge. Driving to a Nevada casino
and being sold for sex in a hotel
caught the attention of the police
and this poor, young child was
rescued. “If this can happen with
intelligent, involved parents, it
can happen with anybody,” Wil-
son explained.

Stories abound and each is
sadder than the last. There are kids
being locked up and those sold by
family members. While many in-
volve young runaways who get
caught up with the wrong people,

Wilson reported that “most kids
being sold for sex are in their nor-
mal lives — living with their fam-
ilies, going to school every day.”
And, to no one’s surprise, social
media plays a huge role.

Wilson relayed another story
about a sweet young girl with
very involved and loving parents.
“At 12, she thinks she has found
an online boyfriend who starts
‘liking” her pictures, then sends
private messages and pictures of
himself.” He soon asks for — and
because she wants to please him
— receives, more risqué photos.
It’s only when the FBI, conduct-
ing a nationwide sting, turns up
on her doorstep does she learn
that she was sending naked pic-
tures of herself to a 60-year-old
man posing as a teen-aged boy.
Wilson noted that it could have
been so much worse. “He could
have suggested meeting and then
raping her, or kidnapping and sex-
ually exploiting her,” she said.

New Day and their primary
partner, Together Freedom (along
with several other partners), pro-
vide shelter, education, medi-
cal care and therapy to help heal
mind, body and spirit of these
young girls who “have been res-
cued from child sex slavery,” Wil-
son said. It is one of the few resi-
dential programs in the country,
offering a safe and secure environ-
ment and boarding school format.

The cottage, located in a se-
rene and secluded spot in North-
ern California, can accommodate
up to 12 girls, 10-18 years old,
suffering from the desperation of
sex trafficking. “These girls will
live in loving, nurturing family-
like environments where they
have a hope of recovering their
lost childhoods and building
trust,” states New Day’s website.
Currently, there are six young vic-

tims living on the campus.

There is no limit for how long
a girl may live at New Day, which,
Wilson said, makes their program
unique. While their average stay
is 15 months, “we’ve had girls
stay for over four years.” The
program is faith-based, but non-
denominational. Referrals come
from families, law enforcement
and social services programs.

Because New Day is not a
lock-down program and can only
accommodate a small number,
Wil-son admitted that often times
girls must be turned down, par-
ticularly if they’re a flight risk.
“When we first started,” she ex-
plained, “we wanted to save ev-
eryone, to scoop these kids up and
just give them love. It was a rude
awakening when we realized we
simply couldn’t help everyone
who needed it.”

Wilson, who admits she is in a
“world I never dreamed I’d have
anything to do with,” is passion-
ate about New Day and all they
have been able to accomplish.
Seventy-seven girls have come
through the program since its in-
ception and, she proudly reported,
“80-85 percent have stayed ‘out
of the life.””

Funding for New Day comes
primarily from donations and
grants. “We ask families to pay,
but if they can’t, we don’t turn
away their daughter,” Wilson ex-
plained. “We certainly could not
run this program without the gen-
erous help from the community.”

On April 14, a 5K Run/Walk
for New Day will be held at the
Lafayette Reservoir. For only $35
(820 for kids) you can help restore
the hopes and dreams of young
girls who have thankfully been
rescued from sex trafficking. For
information or to register, please
go to newdayforchildren.com.

“The Insult’

By Sophie Braccini

66 The Insult” may not be

based on a true story, but
it could be. Set in today’s Leba-
non, it shows how, because of
years of unspoken frustration and
resentment, a tiny incident could
spiral into a nationwide uproar.
It is the sad testimony to the
limitations of the human condi-
tion, trapped between religious
sectarianism  and historical
movements. It is set in the Mid-
dle East, but it could equally be
about any other human society
in turmoil, where people have
made old grudges a part of their
identity, and feel righteous hating
an entire group of “others” they
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barely recognize as human. The
movie ends with a glimpse of
hope, when the two main protag-
onists can finally at last acknowl-
edge the human condition of the
other.

To enjoy this movie, it might
be helpful to recall a bit of con-
temporary Lebanese history.
Trapped between the Mediterra-
nean Sea, Syria and Israel, Leba-
non — which has been indepen-
dent since 1946 — has been caught
in the middle of the Israel-Arab
wars, and wave after wave of Pal-
estinian refugees have streamed
into Lebanon since 1949. The
movie only presents two groups
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from this multicultural country,
the Christian Lebanese and the
Palestinians. Christians represent
about 40 percent of the total pop-
ulation; Muslims represent 54
percent, half Sunnis and half Shi-
ites. Approximately 10 percent of
the population is Palestinian (in
recent years many have tried to
immigrate to Europe), still liv-
ing in camps, and rarely given a
Lebanese citizenship.

Yasser, one of the two main
protagonists, lives in a Palestin-
ian camp near Beirut and works
as a construction foreman in the
capital. The name of the camp
where he lives is not given, but

many still remember the Sabra
and Shatila massacre in 1982
when hundreds if not thousands
of civilians were killed by a
Lebanese Christian militia, un-
der the eyes of their Israeli allies.
So when a minor disagreement
erupts over a leaking gutter, and
Toni, the Christian Lebanese,
tells Yasser that Ariel Sharon
(then Israeli prime minister) did
not kill enough Palestinians, the
verbal challenge between the two
men comes to blows.

When one of the men ends up
in the hospital, he decides to take
the other to court. As the two ad-
verse lawyers battle in the court-
room, important elements of the
past between the two families are
revealed, peeling layer after layer
the difficult recent history of a
country that was once a land of
peace, the Land of Cedars where
it felt good to live.

The courtroom portion of the
movie includes all the ingredi-
ents of this genre: tension, emo-
tions, unexpected revelations,
and doubt about who is right and
who is wrong. The two main ac-
tors are totally credible, each
playing in contrasting registers,
the contained Palestinian and the
furious Christian.

The movie does not take sides
at any point. It tries to shed a light

on a painful truth that has been
buried under years of silence. For
example it reminds people of the
Sabra and Shatila massacres, but
also of the 1976 Damour massa-
cre when hundreds of Christian
civilians were killed by Palestin-
ian militia.

Ziad Doueiri, who directs this
movie, is not afraid of tackling
difficult cultural issues, as he
did in 2012 with “The Attack,”
where the wife of an Arab Israeli
surgeon blows herself up during
a terrorist attack.

The well-mastered movie was
rightly selected for the Academy
Awards in the Foreign Language
Film category. It was very well
received in Lebanon because it
brought the difficult relationship
between Christian Lebanese and
Palestinian refugees out into the
open, as well as the open wounds
left by the 1978 civil war fueled
by Syria and Israel, where Chris-
tians, Sunnis, Chiites and Druzes
groups tore at each other.

It contains a lot of food for
thought closer to home as well.

“The Insult” will play at the
Orinda Theatre as part of the In-
ternational Film Showcase for at
least one week, starting on April
6. For information, visit lamorin-
datheatres.com.



